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Volume 33  

2012  

Presidentôs Message 

 

HANGTOWN AõS  INFO 

 

OUR  MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE 
SECOND FRIDAY OF THE MONTH AT 
7:00 PM AT THE ESKATON VILLAGE 

3380 BLAIRS LANE, PLACERVILLE, 
CA 

 

WE ARE A CHAPTER OF THE MODEL 

A FORD CLUB OF AMERICA.   
 

LOCAL DUES ARE $20/YR.  MAFCA 
DUES ARE $40/YR. 

INFORMATION IN THIS NEWSLETTER 
MAY BE BORROWED FROM OTHER 
PUBLICATIONS. WE THANK OTHERS 
FOR SHARING WITH US, AND ARE 

HAPPY TO HAVE OTHERS USE ANY 
ARTICLE HEREIN, PROVIDED PROPER 
CREDIT IS GIVEN. 

WE ACCEPT CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-

ING ON A SPACE AVAILABLE BASIS.  
SOME ITEMS MAY BE EDITED FOR 
SPACE OR STYLE. 

OUR CLUB MAILING ADDRESS IS: 

HANGTOWN AõS 
P.O. BOX 2296 

PLACERVILLE, CA 95667 

ARTICLES MUST BE  
SUBMITTED BY THE 18TH OF EACH 
MONTH TO OUR EDITOR: 

 
HYMIE BRANDSTETTER 
3087 HONEY CIRCLE 

EL DORADO HILLS, CA 95762 

hymieb@gmail.com 

530-391-1881 

 

 

  

 

G 
ood news all 2012 dues are paid! Januaries meeting included 
a candlelight ceremony for Bill Mueller /Membership and Hy-
mie Brandstetter / Newsletter and a Brief Ceremony for Me.   
What a great autumn like winter  we had for most of Janu-

ary, with an extra chance to drive our Model Aõs on dry sunny roads!    
 
February meeting location will (really) be the 
building on the left across the parking lot from 
our previous meeting location (on the right). 
(confused??). We will park in the same lot, and 
post a reminder on the door of the old loca-
tion. No Foolin, and what the hey since they 
forgot to unlock the building, we saved 
$50.00!!!  
 
  Hangtown Aõs first technical meet for 2012 was Monday January 9th 
at Ruth Ann Beal's residence in Georgetown. She contacted Hangtown 
Aõs with questions about her brothers 1930 Coupe parked in her gar-
age. The engine had last been cranked over in 2006. Her brother (now 
lives in Germany) originally bought the car 48 years ago from the orig-
inal owner. Claude Sipe, Dave Vestal, and I, grabbed some bailing 
wire, a Leatherman tool,  battery, and other miscellaneous stuff, and 
headed to Georgetown to see if we could get it started. We three Op-
timists are all retired (retarded) from Pacific Telephone & Telegraph 
Company, so we rarely agree about anything.  We looked like the Bal-
let Hippos in Fantasia as we Square Danced past one another with 
something important to do! The Coupe fired up after tinkering with 
everything, and mainly sanding the points, but the mice were not 
happy to vacate the muffler. The best part was receiving lunch, and a 
bag of cookies each (I ate most of Claude's)! The Car is for sale in this 
issue of the Sparton, and will be a great driver (solid body, good mo-
tor)!  
 
What is Apple Hill?? Time to describe how Apple Hill began to our new 
members, and time to search for an Apple Hill 2013 chairman, or co -
chairman.  More information on this next month. In another section of 
the paper is Charlie Scottõs Apple Hill History (written April 2010). 
 

Aõs Always  Ernie  (rnz) 
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Meeting Minutes January 13, 2012 

The meeting was called to order by President Ernie Gunderson. The flag salute was led by Bobby Thatcher.  

Membership Chair, Bill Mueller, introduced guest Ruth Ann Neal. She has a 1930 Coupe for sale and brought pic-
tures with details of the vehicle. The pictures were placed on the refreshment table.  

Bobby Thatcher presented the treasurerõs report. 

Old Business: Trudy Vestal installed 2012 officers, Bill Mueller, Membership and Hymie Brandstetter, editor. This 
corrected the oversight from the Christmas installation of officers.  

New Business: Claude Sipe announced the breakfast tour for January 14 to Auburn.  

Edie Jones announced the ladies luncheon will be January 17 at the Red Hawk Casino, Waterfall buffet. A sign up 
will be circulated.  

Sharon Johnson announced an NCRG meeting will be held at the Turlock swap meet on Saturday, January 28 at 
1:00. 

Mary Tribbett will be leading a tour to the CCRG (Central California Regional Meet). She will leave on March 28 
and arrive in Bakersfield March 29. Return trip will be on April 1. See her for details.  

Sharon continued with this yearõs tours schedule. NCRG Roundup, May 25-29 in Sonora; NWRM in Boise, ID June 14-
19; MAFCA National Convention in Marquette, MI, June 18-22. She said there will be a monthly breakfast tour the 
Saturday after each meeting.  

Bill Lincoln announced that he brought the CD with the pictures from the Christmas dinner and has it running in 
the back of the room for after the meeting.  

Jeanette Powell, sunshine chair, read a thank you note from Rex Waldron thanking us for all the cards after 

Jeanõs death. 

She said that as far as she knows all members are well, except Fred DeGregory who is ill with a cold.  

Bud Powell, Sargent of Arms, turned in money to the treasurer that he collected from members who were not 
wearing their name tags.  
Trudy Vestal encouraged members to consider having children and grandchildren apply for the NCRG youth award. 
The details and suggestions can be viewed on the NCRG website, www.ncrgmafca.com  

Claude Sipe has made copies of all his articles that appeared in the Sparton and has them available to anyone in-
terested for $2.50, which covers his cost. He also asked for someone to cover for him as tech-
nical advisor for the three months he will be out of town. He then gave a presentation on nuts 
and bolts.  

Connie Sipe thanked the members for their help decorating the Christmas tree at the Califor-
nia Car Museum. 

Connie Sipe and Evelyn Rodger are co-chairs of the phone committee and will be calling mem-
bers to remind them of the meeting each month.  

Barbara Baldy is chairperson of refreshments and will send a sheet around for members to sign 
up. 

Claude Sipe announced he will hold a seminar on Feb. 4 at his house from 9:00AM to 12:00 
noon on carburetors and distributors.  

The next board meeting will be Feb. 9 at the Buttercup Pantry at 9:00 AM. The next regular meeting will be at our 
new location on Feb. 10 at 7:00 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,                 Edie Jones, Secretary  

http://www.ncrgmafca.com/
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Meeting will be held at   
Eskaton Village Placerville  

February 10, 2012  
3380 Blairs Lane Placerville at 7:00 PM  

2012 Calendar of Events  

 
January 17    Ladies Luncheon RedHawk Casino 
January 28-29    Turlock Swap Meet 
February 4    Distributor Clinic Claude Sipe 9AM-Noon 
February 9    Board Meeting 9:00AM  Buttercup Rest. 
February 10    General Meeting 7:00 PM 
February 11    Breakfast Tour 
February 21    Ladies Luncheon RedHawk Casino 
March 8     Board Meeting 9:00AM  Buttercup Rest. 
March 9     General Meeting 7:00 PM 
March 10     Breakfast Tour 
March 20     Ladies Luncheon RedHawk Casino 
March 29- April 1    CCRG Bakersfield 
May 25-28     NCRG Sonora 
June 14-19     Northwest Regional Boise, Idaho 
June 18-22     National Convention Marquette, Michigan  

December 9-12    National Banquet Charleston, S. Carolina 

Visit our website at:  
 

Www.hangtownas.org 
Calendar of Events 

¶ Past Issues    Membership Application 
¶ Picture Gallery    Classifieds  

¶ Tech Info     Tours 
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Hangtown Aõs Model A Club  
Refreshments  

for February 10th Meeting  
Bring Several Dozen Cookies to each meeting 

Thanks to Cece Walrond, Sharon Johnson, Waldie Graham 

and Jeanette Powell for this month.  

Members bringing refreshments to the February  10th 

meeting:   Lynn Lincoln, Gerry Webb, and Barbara Baldy.  

Head Um Up and Move Um Out  
 

The first breakfast tour of the year is now past. I'm sure Claude did a 
wonderful job as usual. I'm so sorry we weren't able to participate in it.  
We will be having another breakfast tour on February 11th. We're still in 
planning stages for upcoming tours.  
 
If you are interested in going to the CCRG in Bakersfield please contact 
Mary Tribbett. She is the tour director for this meet. If you are planning 
to attend the NCRG I would suggest you make your hotel reservations as 
soon as possible. Same goes for the Northwest Regional in Boise, Idaho. 
Information can be found on the MAFCA website.  
 

Sorry this is such a short article but I am writing this 

from SoCal at my daughter's house. Hope to see you on 

the road again.       Sharon Johnson 
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Eleven Model "A"s from Hangtown "A"s enjoyed a breakfast tour through the towns 
of El Dorado, Rescue, Cool and Lotus to name some of Northern California's gold 
country led by Claude & Connie Sipe to Sweet Peas Cafe in Auburn for good food 
and company. Then the cars while assembled for photos were thoroughly inspect-
ed and appreciated by the local citizens.       
ññññ Tony & Bonnie Antoniono  

Breakfast Run January 14, 2012 Auburn 
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Earlier Days with the Hangtown Aõs 
 

.ȅ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ {Ŏƻǧ  
(ǊƴȊύ Υ ǎƻƳŜ ŜŘƛǝƴƎ ōȅ 9ǊƴƛŜ 

History of the Apple Hill Meet  
 
In our first year as a club, on Labor -day 1980, we decided to make the trip to Carson City to 
attend the Sage- brush Annual Field Day Meet. A few of our members had attended these 
meets in the past and had agreed to lead Hangtown over the Carson Summit. We were all 
very nervous because Carson City was 114 miles away over some steep grades and most of 
us had never driven our Model A's that far in one trip. It took us 3 to 4 hours! One of our 
members, Vice President Lew Tuttle, had a slow, heavy, AA flatbed so he decided to go half 
way to Carson City and sleep on the truck bed overnight and finish his trip the next day. I 
believe John Bathurst decided to join him in Huff & Puff (rnz)(Clubs AA School Bus) so he'd 
have company.  
We really enjoyed the meet and were very impressed with the Sagebrush talents, efforts 
and hard work to make this meet such a popular event. We had an idea to show our hosts 
how much we appreciated their work. We asked the Sagebrushers to come to Placerville in 
October, to the Waldron's yard for hamburgers and then we would lead them on a tour 
through Apple Hill. While we were grilling the burgers two Model A's from the Henry's A's 
(Livermore) that were in our area, spotted our A's, asked what was going on, and we invited 
them to join us. We had so much fun that we decided to do it again the next year, 1981. We 
decided that the first Sunday, October 4th, for our 1981 meet and told visitors to arrive at 
Beno's parking lot, at 10 am, for BBQ tickets and a guided tour through Apple Hill. 14 Hang-
town A's, 13 Sagebrush A's and 4 Henry's A's showed up. We led the cars in groups through 
Apple Hill and to the Waldron's back yard. Apple Hill was a one day event and no pre -
registration was used---so we really just guessed at numbers for food! Essentially we did this 
for the first 10 years. The visitor numbers kept increasing. One year, after counting cars, 
we frantically sent our HTA's out to buy up all the spareribs (that was our menu that year) 
they could find! One year we got rained out! Our members took home a lot of hamburger 
that year. October weather is often unpredictable up here as you know. In 1990 Charlie was 
sent over the hill to talk with Sagebrush. We proposed Sagebrush and Hangtown share alter-
nate years to host our meets so we each got a rest. For us, it also meant we would now use 
Labor Day which is almost always still good weather. Also we could change Apple Hill to an 
overnight venue, giving attendees more for their buck. Sagebrush and Hangtown agreed and 
thus began our Labor Day meets for the next 20 years. In 2009(e.g.) we made another 
change. We talked to the Feather River A's in Quincy. They had been doing a local meet, 
usually the weekend after Labor Day, that was growing in popularity. We felt that if Sage-
brush and Hangtown agreed, we could invite the Feather River A's to join us setting up a 3 
year cycle, each of us in rotation. Charlie went to Quincy to make the proposal. The three 
chapters agreed and that is the how our "around Labor Day" meets will be set up. Feather 
River did 2009, Hangtown  did 2010, Sagebrush (rnz) did 2011,(rnz) and Hangtown will do 
2013. 
 
A's Always, Charlie 
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