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Volume 32  

September 2011  

Presidentôs Message 

 

HANGTOWN AõS  INFO 

 

OUR  MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE 
SECOND FRIDAY OF THE MONTH AT 
7:00 PM AT THE ESKATON VILLAGE 
3380 BLAIRS LANE, PLACERVILLE, 
CA 

 

WE ARE A CHAPTER OF THE MODEL 
A FORD CLUB OF AMERICA.   
 

LOCAL DUES ARE $20/YR.  MAFCA 
DUES ARE $40/YR. 

INFORMATION IN THIS NEWSLETTER 
MAY BE BORROWED FROM OTHER 
PUBLICATIONS. WE THANK OTHERS 
FOR SHARING WITH US, AND ARE 

HAPPY TO HAVE OTHERS USE ANY 
ARTICLE HEREIN, PROVIDED PROPER 
CREDIT IS GIVEN. 

WE ACCEPT CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-

ING ON A SPACE AVAILABLE BASIS.  
SOME ITEMS MAY BE EDITED FOR 
SPACE OR STYLE. 

OUR CLUB MAILING ADDRESS IS: 

HANGTOWN AõS 
P.O. BOX 2296 

PLACERVILLE, CA 95667 

ARTICLES MUST BE  

SUBMITTED BY THE 18TH OF EACH 
MONTH TO OUR EDITOR: 

 
HYMIE BRANDSTETTER 
3087 HONEY CIRCLE 

EL DORADO HILLS, CA 95762 

hymieb@gmail.com 

530-391-1881 

 

 
Thank you to Edie Jones for arranging the car 
show at Dennyõs on Saturday, August 13th. Eleven 
Hangtown Aõs came to Dennyõs in Placerville at 
1:00p.m. and backed into place on the lawn in 
front of the restaurant. Each driver got a free 
lunch and their passenger got a free drink. As we 
finished our lunches several of the ladies left and 
walked up the street to shop at Big Lots. We stayed until 3:00. 
Also a big thank you to Edie Jones for volunteering to chair our 
Christmas party this year.  
 
Thanks also to Lou Gagne for his slide presentation at our last 
meeting of the day we spent at Clarksville. Sixteen of our Hang-
town Aõs participated in that event. The Lincoln Highway Associ-
at ion came to Clarksvil le in three busses and we gave them rides 
in our Model As on about a 2 mile stretch of whatõs left of the 
highway in Clarksville. All of the bus people really seemed to en-
joy riding on the vintage highway in our vintage cars.  
 
The 2012 NCRG meet will in Sonora be hosted by The Sonora Aõs 
with the assistance of several other NCRG clubs. Iõve been at-
tending the NCRG meet for several years, even before Sharon & I 
moved up here from SoCal. Itõs always a fun meet usually in a 
location Iõve not visited before. 
 
Be sure to read Ernieõs schedule for upcoming tours and activi-
ties. Tours have always been my favorite part of the club. When 
Sharon & I lived in So Cal, I was tour director. We went every-
where and usually knew where we were. Living here in NorCal 
has been a totally new experience for us. We love the scenic two 
lane roads and moderate tour speeds, even though weõre usually 
lost. Also most of the tour destinations are to places weõve never 
been. 
 
 If you havenõt been joining us on tours because you donõt have 
confidence in your Model A, talk to Claude Sipe, our technical 
director, about the problem. We will schedule a technical meet-
ing at your garage to solve the issue and get you back on the 
road. 

Glenn Johnson 
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The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by President Glenn Johnson.  Everyone stood for 
the flag salute.  
A motion made by Waldie Graham and seconded by Howdy Walrond  to approve the June 
minutes that were printed in the paper.  
Bobby Thatcher gave the Treasurerõs report. 
New members Bud and Betty Cavendish were welcomed.  David Cooke, his son Daniel and 
daughter Eliza were welcomed also.  
Glenn gave a brief report on the MARC meet in San Diego. 
Everyone said they had fun at the Presidentõs picnic. 
Augie gave a brief report on a small breakfast tour he took to Jackson.  
Ernie Gunderson gave a run down of the upcoming tours.  
Saturday, August 13 there will be a car show at Dennyõs.  Drivers will be getting lunch. The 
passengers will get a complimentary drink.  
Saturday, August 20th there is a dinner dance at the Rescue fire station.  The price is $25.  
Saturday, September 11th There is an event at Kelly Park in San Jose from 12 -5pm. 
Saturday, September 17th There is a car show at the VFW.There will be parking for the cars on 
the grass. 
The Nevada Grand  tour 2 is in Minden Nevada is September 11-16. 
Tony Antoniono asked if anyone would be interested in another Oregon California Trails tour.  
Hymie said the articles for the paper are due August 18th.  He said to check out the website 
for new pictures, etc.  
Sunshine-Jeanette read a letter from Randy Rogers.  She also gave reports on Dolores Grace 
and Jean Waldron.  She said they  would appreciate cards, phone calls and visits from club 
members. 
Claude gave a report on removing grease from brake shoes.  He also told members to experi-
ment with a Styrofoam cup on the gearshift knob.  
Next primary ignition circuit seminar will be announced soon.  
Edie announced that the Ladies Luncheon will be on Tuesday, August 16 at the Redhawk Wa-
terfall Buffet.  We will meet at 11:30 and the cost if you have a Redhawk card is $5.50.  
Trudy gave a report on the NCRG.  She also retracted her motion to host the NCRG in 2013.  
We will continue with the Apple Hill meet.  
Old Business-Bobby Thatcher said he has Restorer and Model A News magazines available. 
Mary Tribbett  gave a report on the Lincoln Highway tour that started in Clarksville on June 
21st.  It was very successful.  
Lou Gagne showed a small video of the Lincoln Highway tour to the club.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:04 pm.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

Sharon Johnson, Secretary 

 

 

Meeting Minutes August 12, 2011 
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 September Meeting will be held at   
Eskaton Village Placerville  

September 9, 2011  
3380 Blairs Lane Placerville at 7:00 PM  

 

2011 Calendar of Events 
 

  

August 16      Ladies Luncheon 11:30 AM RedHawk Casino Buffet 

September 20   Ladies Luncheon 11:30 AM RedHawk Casino Buffet 

 

October 1      Apple Hill Apple Pie Tour 

October 8   Fashion Swap Meet 

October 18   Ladies Luncheon 11:30 AM RedHawk Casino Buffet 

 

October 22    Rescue Road Tour & Pancake  

November 15    Ladies Luncheon 11:30 AM RedHawk Casino Buffet 

 

Nov 30-Dec 4  2011 MAFCA Nat Awards Banquet 

 
 

Visit our website at: 

hangtownas.org  
Calendar of Events  

¶ Past Issues    Membership Application  
¶ Picture Gallery    Classifieds  
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On Green Valley é.On the way to Placer-
ville  

I never get a picture of me in the car...  

Line ôem up! 

One of our Hangtown members is a 
friend of the manager of our local Den-
ny's. He invited our club to show our 
Model As on the lawn in front of the 
restaurant as an advertising promotion 
and offered free lunches. Eleven Model 
As showed up. 
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As I havenõt made it to more than one or two meetings in the past year, when Jeanette said she 
had a message from Randy, probably half of you asked yourselves òRandy who?ó while the other 
half thought Iõd abandoned the hobby ;-) 
  
In truth, over the past twelve months, Iõve had a marvelous time spending just about 1 out of 
every 4 days traveling, usually aboard a ship, and thatõs why I havenõt made most meetings. 
  
Earlier this year, a routine test unexpectedly revealed a lesion on my liver. After the first MRI 
was inconclusive, they called and said, òThis is your lucky day! You qualify for our Buy One Get 
One Free Offer!ó and invited me to test out their newest turbo-charged super-duper MRI machine 
for free. How could I resist? After that test, the physicians and radiologists agreed that, whatever 
it was, it was probably benign but weõd check again in three months. 
  
The results of the follow -up MRI were unexpected. The lesion grew fast, and invited 20 friends to 
a party inside the liver. The official diagnosis is bile duct cancer. It is exceedingly rare (fewer 
than 2,500 cases per year). There are no known causes or risk factors. It is incurable. It is inoper-
able. None of the few t reatment  opt ions available are known to prolong life. 
  
Thatõs the bad news. The good news is that this was discovered relatively early. Most people find 
out about this much later, after the cancer has spread to other organs. Mine is thus far confined 
to the liver and that provides hope for a longer period of relative good health with few or no 
symptoms. A very few people have beat the overwhelming odds and Iõm working on being one of 
them.  
  
More good news is that the treatment I have embarked upon, unlike most chemo treatments, has 
almost no side-effects. Lucky for me, occasional bouts of hiccups the day after treatment have 
been about it. As I have a large number of Model A hats my dad collected over the years, I was 
sort of looking forward to using them to disguise any hair loss. I wonõt need them after all. Then 
again, I might just start wearing the hats just for fun!  
 
Before I learned about this, I was looking forward to finally making the meeting tonight. Despite 
the adventures of traveling, I really have missed regularly visiting with so many friends. There 
are so many of you that Iõd dearly love to hug (with spousal approval, of course!), shake hands 
with, and just shoot the breeze with. Unfortunately, tonightõs meeting coincides with the low 
point for my immune system as a result of chemotherapy, so being in a crowd isnõt recommended 
this weekend. (It begins rebuilding strength after this and crowds wonõt be problem then.) 
Thereõs always next month, though! 

  Continued Next Page >>> 

This letter is from Randy Rogers, and was read at the August 
meeting by Jeanette  
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Until then, while operators arenõt standing by, the answering machine will be if Iõm out galli-
vanting around somewhere. Iõd love to hear from you. If anyone feels like driving their Model A 
to lunch or breakfast, give me a call (provided the temperature isnõt expected to reach 100 de-
grees that day ; -). I certainly wonõt bore you with endless talk about this illness. In fact, thatõs 
why I gave this message to Jeanette to read ð get the details out all at once and get on with nor-
mal things of life.  
  
In fact, just yesterday I placed an order for the offspring of a glorified British go -kart impregnat-
ed with German engineering (in other words, a MINI Cooper). The due date is 6 -8 weeks from 
now. Iõm excited, and looking forward to driving the wheels off it! 
  
Take care, 
Randy 

Hangtown Aõs Model A Club  
Refreshments  

for Monthly Meetings for 2011  
Bring Several Dozen Cookies to each meeting 

September 9 th           Natalie Archer   

October 14 th  Shirley Crockell, Bonnie Antoniono,   Bessie Dietz  

November 11 th  Margaret Barlow  

 December, Christmas Party  
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A Carõs Storyéé. 
1929 Model A Ford Business Coupe  

 

This Model A Ford is owned by David Cooke of Placerville California.  The Model A was purchased from Manser Ford in 
Payette Idaho in January 1929 by Davidõs Grandfather, Sam Genoway.  David is the òsecondó owner of this car. 
 
In 1929 Sam owned and operated a Greenhouse business in Payette Idaho.  He purchased this auto as his only vehicle 
for servicing the greenhouse business and for personal use.   
In 1933 Sam and Mildred Thorton got married at the Methodist Church Parsonage in Payette.  For their honeymoon they 
drove from Payette 400 miles to Salt Lake City.  At that time this was an all dirt road and the trip took three days each 
way.  In 1934 Davidõs mother, Joyce, was born.  Her place in the car was the ledge under the back window.  The Model 
A was used as the greenhouse and family vehicle until Joyceõs sister Sonia came along in 1937, soon after that time a 
new Mercury was purchased for personal use. Sam continued to use the Model A as his greenhouse vehicle until the 
1950õs when he finally bought a pickup. 
 
In the greenhouses Sam replaced most of his dirt each year.  To do this he had a trailer that he had built out of a mod-
el A axle with an all wood box.  He built the wood box to save weight.  The trailer could haul about 1000#.  He re-
placed about 15 tons of dirt a year which required hauling in from the local hills up to 30 -40 miles away to find just 
the right soil, some of this cross country,.  
 
 The greenhouses required heat in the winter and Sam had a large hot water boiler heated by burning coal.  In the 

summer of each year he would order a railcar of coal.  The coal would come in to the rail siding in Payette in a 40 -50 
ton flat bottom rail car.  The summer temperatures in Payette are usually around 100 degrees  Fahrenheit.  Sam would 
shovel the coal out of the rail car into the trailer pulled by the Model A, take it to the greenhouse, shovel it out of the 
trailer through a window about 7õhigh into the boiler room.  This pile was then shoveled into a wheelbarrow and 
wheeled to the back of the coal storage area and piled for usage during the winter.  Then Sam would go back to the 
rail car for another 1000 pounds.  This would take about 100 trips for a 50 ton rail car and would take a week or ten 
days to complete.  
 
In the 50õs the Model A was really getting tired, ran poorly, would not stay in time,  burned oil, loose steering, cloth 
top , and interior in bad shape with some rust out on the body, so he retired it.  He had many offers to sell it but it 
was his òbabyó and he was not interested in selling. 
In 1960 Joyce, her husband Dick Cooke and their daughters Vivianne and Suzie moved back to Payette from Louisville, 
Ky, where Dick had been employed as a Engineer by B.F. Goodrich Company. Dick then went to work in the green-
house.  After much bargaining Sam agreed to give the Model A to son -in-law Dick so he could restore it.  Dick stripped 
the body off the frame and started a restoration project.  However in 1962 a son, David, joined the family.  This was 
the first grandson and Sam decided that he did not want to give the Model A to his son -in law ð he wanted to give it to 
his grandson.  
With this development Dick decided that if the Model A was going to be Davidõs ð he would have to help with the resto-

ration.  The Model A was then put in storage for about 12 years.  At that time Dick and David started up on the resto-
ration again.  It was slow work and it was decided to do the frame and body first because the car would run, even if 
not very well.  The goal was to have it finished in time for Sam and Mildredõs 50th wedding anniversary in 1983.   
 
On the day of the anniversary Sam was told to go outside and see what was out there.  David drove the Model A up to 
the house.  It was restored to the same colors inside and outside as new and looked pretty much new.  Sam had not 
seen the car for 10 -12 years and did not know what progress we had been making on it. He ran out to the car hugged 
it and actually shed a few tears ð he really felt strongly about that car.   
Sam and Mildred then got in the car and drove it to the Payette Methodist Church ð just like 50 years earlier, for a cel-
ebrat ion of  their wedding.  After they arrived at  the church Samõs comment  was òit  looks pret ty good but  did not  run 
very well.ó 
 
The car then went into various storages for another 24 years, still would run but not very good.  In 2007 Dick and David 
pulled the motor and had it rebuilt in Boise Idaho.  Two years later the motor was finally reinstalled and in 2010 much 
of the running gear and wiring replaced and the car put back in service as a memorial to Sam Genoway.  

Dick Cooke  
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Summertime Hats  

 

By Lynette Marcione 
 

Hats of the era were definitely a necessary part of the completely dressed lady.  With the sum-

mer season in full swing, large hats were very popular.  Large hats also gave way to much 

more expression by the maker than other seasonal hats that follow a more rigid style with less 

decoration and stronger lines.  Trimmings were as colorful as a garden.  They featured prim-

roses, poppies, roses, pansies, and daisies of several shades, bunched, sprayed or appliqu®d 

covering the crown or spread out on the brims.  Speaking of brims, brightly colored chiffon 

dresses seemed to go well with broad brim hats of straw or horsehair.   

 

For the ñModel A Era Imageò look, wide brim hats are in retail outlets almost everywhere.  

Consider buying vintage flowers and creating your own ñhat expressionò.  Grosgrain ribbon 

makes a wonderful hat band and comes in a variety of widths.  
 

                               
 
 



  Volume 32,  Issue  9 The Sparton                                                                                                      Hangtown Aôs   10  

 

Ron & Mary Tribbett planned and led the 
trip to Wilsonville, OR for the Northwest Re-
gional Meet.   The meet was well organized 
and had a great variety of tours and activi-
ties from which to choose.   Several activi-

ties that we attended and enjoyed were the Wine Tasting Tour, Evergreen Aviation & 
Space Museum, Grand Tour to Silver Falls Park, and the Dahlia Tour.   
 
Seven Families traveled from this area.   All 
of our cars performed well.   We were espe-
cially impressed with Chuck and Sharon Tay-
lorõs car which pulled a small trailer up 
some pretty steep hills without any prob-

lem.    Jeanette Powell  

5o Years Under the Hood  
NW Regional Meet 

Wilsonville, OR  
July 31 ð August  6 
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Story Continues Next Month>>>> 


