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I f it‟s true that “April showers 

bring May flowers” we‟re going to 

have a very colorful spring this 

year. Sharon and I have now lived 

in Camino for four years and each 

year the weather has been quite dif-

ferent and completely different than 

at our old home in Orange County. On March 24th 

we are going to visit Orange County to stay with 

friends and attend the famous Orange County Model 

A club‟s pancake breakfast at Hart Park in the city 

of Orange. It‟s the 50 year anniversary for the 

breakfast and they expect 300+ Model A‟s plus at 

least 100 or so other collector cars to be there. It‟s 

the largest gathering of Model A Fords every year 

on the West coast. There will be people‟s choice car 

judging in 10 classes and an incredible raffle. 

 

Tours this year have been very successful and so far 

the weather has cooperated. However, one of these 

Saturday morning tour days we are going to wake 

up to rain. I‟ve driven my deluxe delivery in the rain 

many times and with a little extra caution it can be a 

fun new experience with your Model A. Don‟t wor-

ry about your wimpy wiper. Rain-X is the answer to 

keeping your windshield clear in the rain. It works 

great on your modern car too. 

 

This year we have been invited to a barbeque at 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 April Meeting will be held at  Eskaton Village Placerville 

3380 Blairs Lane Placerville at 7:00 PM 

Eskaton on Fathers day, June 19th. They sure have 

been nice to us. Let‟s be nice to them and bring lots 

of Model As to the barbeque. 

 

Before the regular meetings many of us have been 

having dinner at The Buttercup restaurant in down-

town Placerville. Good food and conversation. Join 

us there if you can  at 5:30 P.M. 

 

See you at the meeting 

Glenn 

Hangtown A’s   Placerville, CA 

2011 Calendar of Events 
 

April 8          General Meeting - Eskaton Village   

April 8-10     CCRG Jamboree Merced  

April 9          Tour to Volcano / Lunch 

April 21        Ladies Luncheon— Sweetie Pies 

April 21-May 1Spring Opener Lake County A's  

May 13        General Meeting - Eskaton Village 

May 14        Mystery Tour 

May 19        Ladies Luncheon 

May 27-29   2011 NCRG Roundup - Vallejo, CA  

June 16       Ladies Luncheon 

June 21       Clarksville - Bob & Dorothy Tribbett 

August 18    Ladies Luncheon 

October 1    Apple Hill Apple Pie Tour 

October 22  Rescue Road Tour & Pancake  

Nov 30-Dec 42011 MAFCA Nat Awards Banquet  

http://www.mafca.com/calendar.html
http://www.geocities.com/motorcity/speedway/8725/
http://www.sonomamodela.com/mafca_2011
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Hangtown A’s Club Meeting Minutes 

March 11, 2010 @ Eskaton Village Placerville 

 
The meeting was called to order by Glenn.  There was no flag sa-

lute due to the lack of a flag.  A minute of silence was held for the 

earthquake and tsunami victims in Japan. 

 

Glenn announced that we would be having dinner before each 

meeting at the Buttercup Restaurant at 5:30.  He invited everyone 

to attend if they could. 

 

Membership: Wendy introduced the club to new members Bud and 

Betty Cavendars.  

 

Secretary: Sharon asked if there were any additions or corrections 

to the minutes.  The minutes will stand as printed. 

 

Treasurer: Bobby Thatcher was ill so Sharon read the Treasurer‟s 

report. Jeanette made a motion we approved the report, Bessie se-

conded it, the motion approved. 

 

Activities: Ernie announced a breakfast tour on Saturday.  We will 

meet at the Mt. Democrat parking lot at 9 am and leave at 9:15.  

We will be touring to the “Train Station Restaurant” on Mother 

Lode in Shingle Springs. 

 

Paul Long reminded those of us going to the play in Lincoln that 

we would be meeting for lunch at Awful Annie‟s before the play. 

 

Paul invited everyone to Char‟s Celebration of Life on March 19th 

at the Lincoln High School Performing Arts Center at 790 J Street 

in Lincoln.  The celebration will begin at 11:30 and there will be a 

barbecue at Paul‟s ranch afterwards.  It is a rain or shine event. 

 

Paul showed some interesting things he had brought to share with 

the group.  New old stock spark plugs, tire pumper, cigar ash try, 

NOS header clock and a few more items. 

 

Wendy will lead the tour to the NCRG.  The tour will leave on Fri-

day May 27th at 10:30 or 11:00. The time will be announced at the 

 

HANGTOWN A’S  INFO 

 

OUR  MEETINGS ARE HELD ON 

THE SECOND FRIDAY OF THE 

MONTH AT 7:00 PM AT THE RES-

CUE COMMUNITY CENTER, 4180 

GREEN VALLEY ROAD, RESCUE, 

CA. 

 

WE ARE A CHAPTER OF THE 

MODEL A FORD CLUB OF   

AMERICA.   

 

LOCAL DUES ARE $20/YR.  MAFCA 

DUES ARE $40/YR. 

INFORMATION IN THIS NEWS-

LETTER MAY BE BORROWED 

FROM OTHER PUBLICATIONS. 

WE THANK OTHERS FOR SHAR-

ING WITH US, AND ARE HAPPY 

TO HAVE OTHER S USE ANY  

ARTICLE HEREIN, PROVIDED 

PROPER CREDIT IS GIVEN. 

WE ACCEPT CLASSIFIED ADVER-

TISING ON A SPACE AVAILABLE 

BASIS.  SOME ITEMS MAY BE ED-

ITED FOR SPACE OR STYLE. 

OUR CLUB MAILING ADDRESS IS: 

HANGTOWN A’S 

P.O. BOX 2296 

PLACERVILLE, CA 95667 

ARTICLES MUST BE  

SUBMITTED BY THE 18TH OF 

EACH MONTH TO OUR EDITOR: 

 
HYMIE BRANDSTETTER 
3087 HONEY CIRCLE 
EL DORADO HILLS, CA 95762 

hymieb@gmail.com 

April 8, 2011 

Meeting 

Refreshments 

Eileen Brandstetter 

Edie Jones 
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April meeting.  We will stop en route for lunch.  Jeannette Powell said she had an extra room 

at the host hotel if anyone needed one.  Contact her for more information. 

 

Newsletter and Webmaster:  No newsletter report or webmaster report, Hymie and Eileen are 

in Maui.  

 

Sunshine-Jeanette told us that Jacquie (Robert) Waldron had an ankle replacement. 

 

Technical Advisor:  Bud Powell gave the Technical report due to Claude‟s absence.  He told us 

when replacing a gasket be sure to cut the center out.  Radiator temp gauge-put a hole in it and 

use Teflon enriched thread sealant.  He said to check out pan gaskets from Vintage Ford.   He 

suggested that you do not get a throw out bearing that says AETNA on it. 

 

Ladies Lunch:  Edie Jones said that the Ladies Lunch will be at the Greenhouse Café by 

Raley‟s at 11:30 on March 17th. 

 

Edie also announced that she will be having a fashion sale on Saturday, March 26th at the Best 

Western Placerville Inn.  The hours will be from 10 am to 4 pm.  It will be in the room across 

from the lobby, 

 

Old Business:  Bessie did the audit for 2010 and said that Barbara Veerkamp did an outstand-

ing job. 

 

Wendy reminded everyone that he has raffle tickets for the MAFFI raffle. 

 

New Business:  Glenn said that Eskaton has invited the club to show their cars on Father‟s 

Day, June 19th at 10 am.  They will have a barbecue lunch for those attending.  

 

Refreshments:  Waldie said that the names of those bringing refreshments will be in the news-

letter.  She needs members to bring refreshments for May. Please contact Waldie if you can 

bring something. 

 

There being no more business the meeting was adjourned at 8 pm. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sharon  Johnson, Secretary 
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LETS KEEP OUR MODEL “A” HAPPY! 

BATTERY MAINTENANCE 

 

 T HE HEART OF ANY AUTOMOBILE ELECTRICAL SYSTEM IS THE BATTERY AND 

GENERATOR, OR ALTERNATOR. TODAY, I WOULD LIKE TO TALK ABOUT THE 

BATTERY, IT IS OFTEN NEGLECTED.. WHEN WORKING AROUND BATTERIES WE HAVE 

A FEW SAFETY ITEMS THAT SHOULD BE OBSERVED. BATTERY ACID IS VERY CAUSTIC. 

DO NOT ALLOW IT TO COME IN CONTACT WITH YOUR SKIN, CLOTHS, OR THE VEHI-

CLE‟S UPHOLSTERY. [A SOLUTION OF BAKING SODA AND TAP WATER WILL NUTRAL-

IZE THE ACID] WEAR SAFETY GLASSES AND RUBBER GLOVES, DO NOT CAUSE A 

SPARK OR USE A FLAME AROUND A LEAD ACID BATTERY, [CAR BATTERY] HYDRO-

GEN GAS, MAY BE PRESENT AND IT CAN EXPLODE. BE REAL CAREFUL USING 

WRENCHS. IT IS ALWAYS BEST TO DISCONNECT THE GROUND CABLE FIRST, SO YOU 

DON‟T ACCIDENTLY SHORT THE HOT SIDE TO GROUND WITH YOUR WRENCH.  

 

THAT SAID, WE ARE READY TO GO TO WORK. THE FIRST THING WE SHOULD DO IS 

LOAD TEST THE BATTERY. TO DO THIS TEST THE BATTERY MUST BE FULLY 

CHARGED. IF IT IS NOT FULLY CHARGED YOU SHOULD CHARGE IT BEFORE GOING 

ANY FURTHER. IF YOU HAVE A “BATTERY LOAD TESTER” USE IT AND FOLLOW THE 

INSTRUCTIONS THAT CAME WITH THE TOOL. IF YOU DON‟T HAVE A LOAD TESTER 

YOU CAN “LOAD TEST” YOUR BATTERY BY USING THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE:  [DO 

NOT DO THIS TEST WITH A 6 VOLT STARTER ON A 12 VOLT BATTERY] ATTACH AN 

ANALOG VOLT METER TO YOUR BATTERY. READ THE VOLTAGE. IT SHOULD READ BE-

TWEEN 6&7 VOLTS FOR A 6 VOLT SYSTEM AND BETWEEN12&14 VOLTS FOR A 12 VOLT 

SYSTEM. WITH THE IGNITION OFF AND THE TRANSMISSION IN NEUTRAL, CRANK THE 

ENGINE FOR 10 SECONDS USING THE VEHICLE STARTER WHILE OBSERVING THE VOLT 

METER.THE VOLTAGE FOR A 6 VOLT SYSTEM SHOULD READ AT LEAST 5 VOLTS THE 

ENTIRE TIME THE STARTER IS TURNING THE ENGINE OVER, FOR A 6 VOLT SYSTEM 

AND AT LEAST 10 VOLTS FOR A 12 VOLT SYSTEM. IF YOUR BATTERY PASSED THIS 

TEST WE ARE READY TO CLEAN THE TERMINALS.   REMOVE THE BATTERY CABLES, 

YOU CAN CLEAN THE TERMINALS WITH BAKING SODA AND WATER USING A STIFF 

BRUSH.[AGAIN BE SURE TO WEAR SAFETY GLASSES AND RUBBER GLOVES, BATTERY 

ACID IS VERY CAUSTIC SO DON,T GET IT ON YOUR SKIN OR CLOTHES] AND DO NOT 

ALLOW THE WATER/SODA  SOLUTION TO ENTER THE BATTERY CELLS. AFTER THE CA-

BLES ARE CLEAN PUT SOME TYPE OF CORROSION INHIBITER ON THE TERMINALS. 

THERE IS A GOOD SELECTION AT MOST AUTOPARTS STORE AND THEY ALL SEEM TO 

WORK ABOUT THE SAME, OR IF YOU LIKE, YOU CAN USE PLAIN PETROLIUM JELLY 

{VASOLINE} IT WORKS AS WELL AS THE PRODUCTS THAT ARE AVAILABLE AT THE 

AUTOPARTS. REATTACH  AND TIGHTEN THE CABLES. BE SURE YOUR BATTERY IS NOT 

LEFT IN A DISCHARGED STATE [DEAD BATTERY] AS THIS WILL CAUSE THE PLATES TO 

BECOME SULFATED AND THAT WILL GREATLY REDUCE THE BATTERIES ABILITY TO 

HOLD A CHARGE AND SUPPLY THE CURRENT NECESSARY TO START THE ENGINE. 

WHEN YOUR VEHICLE IS NOT GOING TO BE DRIVEN FOR A FEW WEEKS, IT IS A GOOD 

IDEA TO DISCONECT THE BATTERY, THIS IS ESPCIALLY TRUE IF YOU HAVE AN ALTER-

NATOR INSTEAD OF A GENERATOR,  [THERE IS A SMALL  
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„REVERSE CURRENT‟ DRAIN THROUGH THE ALTERNATOR DIODES] THIS IS REAL EASY IF 

YOU HAVE A BATTERY CUT-OFF SWITCH. IF NOT, YOU SHOULD DISCONNECT THE GROUND 

CABLE. WHILE WE ARE ON THE SUBJECT OF CUT OFF SWITCHS, I HAVE BEEN ASKED IF THE 

SWITCH SHOULD BE ON THE “HOT” OR THE “GROUND” SIDE. IN THEORY IT REALLY DOESN‟T 

MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE, HOWEVER I PREFER THE GROUND SIDE ON A MODEL “A” PARTLY 

BECAUSE OF THE LOCATION OF THE BATTERY AND ALSO YOU DON‟T HAVE A “HOT LEAD” 

ON THE SWITCH THAT COULD BE SHORTED TO GROUND. AS I SAID, IT WORKS AS WELL ON 

EITHER SIDE, AND WHICH EVER ONE MAKES THE BEST INSTALLATION WITH THE LEAST 

POSSIBILITY OF FUTURE TROUBLES IS THE WAY TO GO. NEXT, BE SURE YOUR BATTERY HAS 

ENOUGH FLUID. IF IT IS LOW YOU SHOULD ADD ONLY DISTILLED WATER [AVAILABLE AT 

ANY GROCERY STORE OR DRUG STORE] TO BRING IT UP TO THE PROPER LEVEL.  MOST BAT-

TERIES HAVE AN INTERNAL BAFFLEL TO INDICATE THE PROPER LEVEL. DON‟T OVER FILL 

AS THIS CAN CAUSE THE BATTERY TO OVERFLOW WHEN IT IS CHARGED.WHEN WATER IS 

ADDED TO A BATTERY, THE BATTERY SHOULD BE CHARGED TO MIX THE WATER WITH THE 

ACID. [IF YOU DRIVE THE VEHICLE THE GENERATOR WILL DO THE JOB FOR YOU] JUST BE 

SURE YOU DON‟T ADD WATER AND THEN LET THE VEHICLE SET FOR A WEEK OR TWO. 

WHEN A BATTERY NEEDS CHARGING IT SHOULD BE CHARGED AT 10% OF ITS RATED CA-

PACITY. IN OTHER WORDS IF YOU HAVE A 70 AMP HOUR BATTERY, IDEALY YOU SHOULD 

CHARGE IT AT A RATE OF 7 AMPS. ALTHOUGH MOST BATTERIES WILL STAND A LOT OF 

ABUSE, A SLOW EVEN CHARGE IS MUCH EASIER ON YOUR BATTERY AND IT WILL SERVE 

YOU LONGER. THE BATTERY ON THE MODEL “A” IS MOUNTED UNDER THE FLOOR BOARD 

AND OUT OF SIGHT.  BE SURE THE MOUNTING BRACKETS ARE IN GOOD ORDER AND WILL 

HOLD THE BATTERY IN PLACE.  THE BATTERY IS OFTEN FORGOTTEN UNTIL IT SCREAMS 

FOR HELP, USUALLY BY NOT STARTING THE VEHICLE!   

 

PROPERLY CARED FOR, YOUR BATTERY SHOULD LAST ABOUT 5 YEARS, GIVE OR TAKE A 

LITTLE.  THIS MAINTENANCE CAN BE DONE IN A LITTLE OVER AN HOUR, AND SHOULD BE 

DONE ANNUALLY. IF YOU HAVE NEVER DONE THIS YOURSELF AND YOU WOULD LIKE TO 

GIVE IT A TRY, GIVE ME A CALL. YOU PUT ON THE COFFEE POT, I‟LL GUIDE YOU, DRINK 

COFFEE AND WATCH YOU WORK 

 

LETS KEEP OUR MODEL “A” HAPPY 

YOUR TECH ADVISER 

CLAUDE SIPE. 
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2011 Elected Officers & Directors 
 

  President Glenn Johnson          530-644-1250  

  Vice President Ernie Gunderson      530-672-6612 

  Secretary Sharon Johnson      530-644-1250 

  Treasurer Bobby Thatcher  530-622-9731 

  Newsletter Editor Hymie Brandstetter  530-391-1881 

  Membership Wendy Ogden 530-621-1290 

  Past President Ginger DeGregory 530-344-1776 
 

2011 Committee Chairmen 
   

  Historian Charlie Scott             530-677-2073 

  Sgt. At Arms Howdy Walrond       530-622-3089 

  E-Mail contact Charlie Scott         530-677-2073                  

  Librarian Phil Bair          530-622-2004 

  Fashion Advisor       Lynette Marcione     530-306-9306 

  NCRG Rep. Lee Ross   530-644-7297 

  Sunshine Jeanette Powell       530-919-3082 

  Tech Adviser Claude Sipe               530-622-8550 

  Webmaster Hymie Brandstetter   530-391-1881 

   

SUNSHINE REPORT 
Jacquie Walrond had reconstructive surgery 

on her ankle.  Cards and positive thoughts for 

a quick recovery would be great.  
 

Jeanette Powell, Sunshine Lady 

Please remember to notify your Sunshine Person, 

Jeanette Powell, if you learn of a  

Hangtown A‟s member that isn‟t doing well. I‟ll send 

a card to let them know that we care. 

Email: bjpowell@directcon.net 

Phone: 530-621-3808 

LADIES LUNCHEON 
Edie Jones 

April 21, 2011 

Sweetie Pies Restaurant (Main St Placerville) 

Up Coming Tour Info 
Volcano Tour / Lunch April 9 

We will meet at Eskaton in Placerville at 9:30 a.m. 

Tour to Historic town of Volcano.  Lunch at the old Union Inn which serves tasty foods and 

beverages.  (expect about $8 - $12.00 for your meal).  We will be touring a historic route 

there, including a few short cuts made originally by wandering miner's mules and now mostly 

paved. Volcano is erupting with history and neat surprises to find. If you wander the town a 

little bit, you feel like you are in a time warp of the 1860's.  It's close to the National Land-

mark called the Black Chasm cavern, and the awesome ancient Miwok village site; 

Chaw'se.  Now a park and museum.  Spring greenery will make the scenery at it's best for this 

tour.  The restaurant would like a total count of people.  

Please email Jill at    jbirdfoot@internet49.com  or call at 530-622-8970         Jill Kearney 

 

NCRG  May 27-29 
I will lead a tour to the NCRG departing WALMART at 11:00 or 12:00 on 27 May, 2011. I 

ran a how goes it tour this week through the Delta that requires no freeway travel. The depar-

ture time depends on our plans for lunch. If you want to join me please call 621-1290 before 

the departure date. More details later.            Wendy Ogden  
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People will forget what you said, 

And they’ll forget what you did, 

But they will never forget how you 

made them feel. 

 

Maya Angelu 
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2200 Front Street  
Sacramento, CA 95818  

(916) 442 -6802  
CalAutoMuseum.org  

 

MAFCA  

Model A Ford Club of America 
250 South Cypress Street  

La Habra CA 90631  

Dues are $40 per year.  Dues for new members may be paid at any 

time.  Dues paid between November 1 and December 31 are valid for 
the remainder of the year paid plus the following year.  With your 

check send in your name, spouse's name and complete address.  An 

optional $10 initiation fee includes a club pin, decal, badge, wind-

shield card and a back issue of the" Restorer" magazine.  If you use 
MasterCard or Visa include the expiration date and your signature. 

Membership includes a subscription to the Restorer. 

The Hangtown A‟s Model "A" Ford Club encourages membership in 

MAFCA, the national Model "A" Ford Club.  Benefits include an 
excellent bimonthly publication, technical information and free liabil-

ity insurance when participating in club events. 

MEMBER  
ADS 

If you have an ad, please submit it to the editor by the 18th of 

the month. All ads are published on an “space available”  

basis.  

 

 

For Sale License plate California 1931, 

single plate “PT” (pneumatic tire) for a 

commercial truck. $100. Contact Mike 

Muetz at (530) 622-9133 

For Sale A large variety of Model A parts, 

too numerous to list. Contact Jake or Nancy 

Ehrlich at (530) 622-8276 

Wanted Stock Model "A" distributor and 6 volt coil, 

any condition but would like complete. I want to 

make an ignition demonstration board for a class. 

Contact Claude Sipe at (530) 622-8550 

 

For Sale  Model A parts for sale.  Call Jake  

Or Nancy (530) 622-8276 

Visit our website at: 

Www.hangtownas.org 
¶  

¶ Calendar of Events 

¶ Past Issues 

¶ Picture Gallery 

¶ Tech Info 

¶  



The Sparton 
P.O. Box 2296 

Placerville, CA 95667 

   

First Class Mail 

            Please let us know if we missed anyone!Please let us know if we missed anyone!Please let us know if we missed anyone!   

These members have a special day this month!!!  

 

4/4 Howdy & Cece Walrond 

4/7 Rick & Joanne Colgate 

4/7 Mike & Judy Muetz 

4/12 John & Pat Bathurst 

4/20 Bill & Lynette Marcione 

4/25 Richard & Jane Damas 

 

 

4/1 Glenn Johnson 

4/6 Mary Tribbett 

4/14 Hymie Brandstetter 

4/14 Drain Marshall 

4/18 Paul Long 

4/21 Patti Francis 

4/21 Bill Marcione 

4/28 Paul Baldy 

4/28 Joanne Colgate 

4/29 Sharon Taylor 

 


